The UMC of New City Hybrid Worship

April 19, 2026
3rd Sunday of Easter; Sacrament of Holy Communion

Welcome Pastor Amanda
Prelude Dr. Diana Hughes

Call to Worship

Leader: To walk with Jesus is our joy;

People: For with Christ, every day is Easter!

Leader: Meet us here, in this space, O Lord;

People: Grant us the peace that passes understanding and joy in abundance!

**Hymn #315 (UMH) Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain verses1, 2,5

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness; God hath brought forth Israel into joy
from sadness; loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters, led them with
unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters.

2. 'Tis the spring of souls today; Christ hath burst his prison, and from three day's sleep in death as a
sun hath risen; all the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying from his light, to whom we give
laud and praise undying.

5. "Alleluia!" now we cry to our King immortal, who, triumphant, burst the bars of the tomb's dark
portal; "Alleluia!" with the Son, God the Father praising, "Alleluia!" yet again to the Spirit raising.

Unison Prayer

New life springs forth around us. The green grass, the budding trees, the singing robins, and the
daffodils all remind us that spring has sprung -- the time of winter is past. On a spring morning many
years ago, Jesus walked a garden, having faced his winter, died, and rose again. Gracious God, who
makes the seasons change and brings light out of darkness, life out of death, and joy out of despair,
walk with us today and every day in the person of Jesus Christ, that we may journey through
springtime learning his ways, living his love, and allowing him to make us new. It is in his name we
pray. Amen.

Children's Message
Scripture Reading Luke 24:13-35 Winsome Downie Rainford

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders
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handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took

place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this

morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God. People: Thanks be to God.
Message Rev. Dr. Amanda Hemenetz
Hymn #364 (UMH) Because He Lives

1. God sent his Son, they called him Jesus; he came to love, heal, and forgive; he lived and died to
buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

(Refrain): Because he lives, | can face tomorrow; because he lives, all fear is gone; because |
know he holds the future, and life is worth the living just because he lives.

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy he gives; but greater still the calm
assurance, this child can face uncertain days because he lives. (Refrain)

3. And then one day I'll cross the river; I'll fight life's final war with pain; and then as death gives way
to victory, I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know he reigns. (Refrain)

Introduction to the Sacrament of Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: (adapted from the United Methodist Book of Worship)

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Leader: Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty
God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed the earth in all its beauty, and then set humankind as
the pinnacle of creation, blessing our efforts if we would only walk with you.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

All (sung): Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Leader: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As he walked along the road to Emmaus, he
gave us the gifts of knowledge, comfort, and companionship. Revealing himself in the breaking of the
bread, he reminds us of the first Holy Communion--

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take. Eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples and said, “Drink
from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many, for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of our faith.

All (singing): Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Leader: Almighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
drink. Make them somehow be for us the true presence of Christ, that we may be for the world true
followers of Jesus. By your Spirit make us one with the Risen Lord, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes again in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, and in this your holy church, all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

All (singing): Amen (3xs).

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup

Prayer Requests and Praises
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Announcements
The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings Dr. Diana Hughes



**Doxology #95 (UMH) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

**Prayer of Dedication

Almighty God, bless these gifts, and use them to your glory, that we may learn to recognize the Risen
Christ all around us, and share with others the joy only he can give. Amen.

**Hymn #327 (UMH) Crown Him with Many Crowns

1. Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his thrown. Hark! how the heavenly anthem
drowns all music but its own. Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, and hail him as
thy matchless King through all eternity.

2. Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave, and rose victorious in the strife for
those he came to save. His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, who died, eternal
life to bring, and lives that death may die.

3. Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways from pole to pole, that wars may
cease, and all be prayer and praise. His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet fair
flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

4. Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, those wounds, yet visible above, in
beauty glorified. All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; thy praise and glory shall
not fail throughout eternity.

**Blessing
**Choral Benediction #672 (UMH) God Be with You Till We Meet Again

God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold
you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus' feet. Till we
meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude Dr. Diana Hughes
Please join us for food and fellowship.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. You are always welcome here! To be added to our email list, ask questions, request pastoral care, or explore the
possibility of membership, contact the church office at umcofnewcity@gmail.org or call (845) 634-1758.

Our youngest worshippers (Pre-K through 6th grade) are invited to our "Children's Church Table" after the Children's Message.
Our thrift shop, Angel's Attic, is open Saturdays 9am-2pm and Thursdays 10am-12pm.
We are a Reconciling Church; we fully love and accept ALL, including LGBTQ+ individuals and families.
Our Mission Statement is "Serving God through Serving the Community."

**Indicates to please stand, if you are comfortable doing so. 'UMH' = The United Methodist Hymnal (red); 'TFWS' =The Faith We Sing (black). Both are available
from the ushers.
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May you go in Christ’s peace, assured of God's love.
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